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TEACHERS CONDEMN EDUCATION CUTS TO FUND POTHOLE REPAIRS
Edinburgh members of Scotland’s largest teaching union, the Educational Institute of Scotland (EIS), have condemned Edinburgh City Council’s plans to allocate a spare £2M primarily to fund the filling of pot-holes and additional street cleansing.  Edinburgh has recently embarked on a £2.4M programme of cuts to senior teaching staff in schools which, the Council claims, have been forced by ‘severe financial constraints’ that it faces.
Commenting on the Council’s plans, Edinburgh EIS Local Association Secretary Alison Thornton said, “In the 2011 budget, the City of Edinburgh Council decided to restructure the management of Edinburgh’s Secondary Schools in order to save £2.4M due to the ‘extreme financial constraints’ facing the Council.  Despite the concerns of the EIS, other teacher unions and parent groups regarding their effects on our children’s education, the Council is pushing ahead with these cuts.”
Ms Thornton continued, “Now – just 3 months before the local government elections – the Liberal / SNP administration in Edinburgh declare that they have suddenly found a ‘spare’ £2M which will mainly be spent on filling pot-holes and on additional street cleaning.  While there is no doubt that many of the roads in Edinburgh are in a terrible state – much of it linked to streets being continually dug up and refilled as a result of the Council’s massively expensive tramline scheme – the allocation of the majority of this money on such cosmetic improvements is a slap in the face to Edinburgh’s hard-pressed schools, teachers and pupils.”
Ms Thornton added, “The administration of Edinburgh Council have shown that their priority lies not with the education of our children, but with attention-grabbing cosmetic improvements designed to induce electoral support from Edinburgh’s citizens.  EIS members in Edinburgh condemn the administration’s short-sighted and damaging approach to the financing of the education of our young people.”

(ENDS)
Further information from Alison Thornton on 0131 477 0866 or edinburghla@eis.org.uk
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The EIS is the largest organisation of teachers and lecturers in Scotland representing around 80% of the profession in Nursery, Primary, Special, Secondary and Further and Higher Education
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